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We say together the words printed in bold 
 

Greeting 
Praise God who loves us 
Praise God who cares 
 

Welcome and Introduction 
Welcome to our Mothering Sunday Family Service. 
 

We come here today to spend time with each other and with God in 
remembering and celebrating the gift and work of motherhood, wherever it is 
found. 
 

We’re not all mothers ourselves but we all have a mother, whether or not they 
are still with us; and we are all children of God.  
 

God is our loving Father but is also the one who remembers and comforts us  
as a mother comforts her child, and draws us close, as a hen protects her 
chicks. 
 

Hymn: Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy. (NEH 239) 
 

Praising and thanking God 
 A large candle may be lit. 

We light this candle to remind us that the love of God is like a light in our 
darkness. 
 

We praise you, our God, for all who have loved and laughed and laboured as 
they cared for children. 

Thanks be to God 
 

We praise you, our God, for all who have wept in sorrow and joy over children. 
Thanks be to God 
We praise you, our God, for Jesus, born of a woman and nurtured in her love, 
and for Mary, a reminder of your patient, waiting love. 
Thanks be to God 
 

Confession 
We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, to ask for 
forgiveness and peace. 
 

Relationships can be tricky – getting on with other people isn’t always easy. In 
family life too, getting on with our mums and dads, brothers and sisters, sons 
and daughters can be hard. In this moment let us ask God to forgive us for the 
things we have done, or left undone, which have hurt those we love. 
Silence 



Hold out your hands and make them into fists. Imagine holding all the angry 
words you have said, the hurtful things you have done, the selfish ways you 
have behaved. Imagine holding things you should have done and didn’t do. 
Silence 
Now open your hands, so that the palms of your hands face down to the floor. 
Let go of all those things, and allow God to catch them and take them. 
Silence 
Finally, turn your hands over, ready to receive and take hold of God’s 
forgiveness and love. 
Silence 
 

May the God of love and power forgive us 
and free us from our sins, 
heal and strengthen us by the Holy Spirit, 
and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Hymn: Make me a channel of your peace (SoF 381) 
 

Collect 
God of love, passionate and strong, 
tender and careful: 
watch over us  and hold us 
all the days of our life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Readings 
First Reading: Isaiah 66, 12- 14 
12 For this is what the Lord says: 
“I will extend peace to her like a river, and the wealth of nations like a flooding 
stream; you will nurse and be carried on her arm and dandled on her knees. 
13 As a mother comforts her child, 
   so will I comfort you; and you will be comforted over Jerusalem.” 
14 When you see this, your heart will rejoice and you will flourish like grass; 
 

A Song of St Anselm 
Refrain: Gather your little ones to you, O God, as a hen gathers her 
brood to protect them. 
1 Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you;  
you are gentle with us as a mother with her children. 
2 Often you weep over our sins and our pride,  
tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgement. 



3 You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds,  
in sickness you nurse us, and with pure milk you feed us. 
4 Jesus, by your dying we are born to new life;  
by your anguish and labour we come forth in joy. 
5 Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness;  
through your gentleness we find comfort in fear. 
6 Your warmth gives life to the dead,  
your touch makes sinners righteous. 
7 Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us;  
in your love and tenderness remake us. 
8 In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness,  
for the beauty of heaven may your love prepare us. 
Refrain: Gather your little ones to you, O God, as a hen gathers her 
brood to protect them. 
from Anselm of Canterbury 
 

Second Reading: Matthew 23, 37 
Jesus said: 37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone 
those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as 
a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 
 

Address 
 

Hymn and Offering:	All our blessings (Tune: All things bright and beautiful) 
 

All our blessings, all our joys 
With thankful hearts we sing, 
God of love and faithfulness, 
Accept the praise we bring. 
 

For parents and for children, 
For husbands, wives, and friends, 
For those whose care enfolds us 
With love that never ends. 
 

For fellowship and friendship 
For all we have to give, 
For those who’ve shared our 
journey 
And taught us how to live. 
 

For all who’ve shared our sorrow, 
Walked with us in our pain, 
Who’ve held our hand through 

darkness 
And showed us light again. 
 

In sacrifice and service 
Your love is clearly shown, 
Your outstretched arms embrace 
us 
to bring us safely home. 
Words © The Revd. Ally Barrett



 

Prayer Stations 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Distribution of Flowers 
Praise God who loves us 
Praise God who cares 
 

Thank you God for the love of our mothers, 
and all those who have mothered us: 
thank you God for their care and concern; 
thank you God for the joys they have shared with us; 
thank you God for the pains they have borne for us; 
thank you God for all that they give us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Hymns or songs of praise may be played during the distribution of flowers to the 
congregation. 
 

 The Blessing 
Praise God who loves us. 
Praise God who cares. 
 

May God, who gave birth to all creation, bless us: 
may Jesus, who became incarnate by an earthly mother, bless us: 
may the Spirit, who broods as a mother over her children, bless us. 
May God, Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier, bless us, Amen. 
 



Hymn: Now thank we all our God. (NEH 413) 


